
 
Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body. 
                                       ~Joseph Addison 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL  

SUMMER READING GUIDELINES 
2020 

 
     Lincoln School students entering sixth, seventh, and eighth grade are required to read two 
books (one fiction and one non-fiction) before the start of the upcoming school year. The 
non-fiction selection is your choice; please select a book that is at or above your grade level.  The 
topic should be of interest to you.  When you return to school in September, you will be asked to 
write briefly about the text.  (For example, think about the answers to these questions:  Why did 
you select this subject?  What is the title of your book and who wrote it? During what general time 
period did this story take place? What are three facts you can easily recall?  Name a person and 
describe his or her role in one of the main events described in the book.) 
 
     Next, from the attached list, select a book of fiction.  (Note:  All of these books may be accessed 
electronically with your Garwood Public Library card.)  Here is the link to the list of fiction books: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i-7ctum3qwOTJj-jGZan-dCYoUlsGR13UYXa2gNUCc8/edit?u
sp=sharing     Parents are encouraged to preview their children’s selection for appropriate content 
and reading level.  Once a student has selected his or her book of fiction, review the Novel Study 
Doodle Journal; some of the activities should be completed before reading and others may be 
completed while reading. Prior to the start of the 2020-21 school year, all incoming middle school 
students should complete, color, and finalize the Novel Study Doodle Journal.  This packet is 
considered the official summer reading project and will be graded, so students are encouraged to 
present their best work (rather than a rough draft.)  The packet must be handed in on September 
10 or 11, 2020.  
 
     Attached to these guidelines is the Novel Study Doodle Journal.  Please print a copy at home.  If 
you do not have access to a printer, copies may be printed at the library for a small charge, or 
parents may stop by the Lincoln School office to pick up a paper copy.   Don’t hesitate to reach out 
if you have any questions.  
 

Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are. 
                                                           ~Mason Cooley 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i-7ctum3qwOTJj-jGZan-dCYoUlsGR13UYXa2gNUCc8/edit?usp=sharing
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